Running head: KIP KINKEL FORENSIC RISK ASSESSMENT                                           2














Kip Kinkel Forensic Risk Assessment
Name
Institution













 
The forensic assessment provides focus on essential elements which help in defining better outcomes which help in defining significant changes which help in understanding the decisions taken by individuals. Therefore the integration of risk assessment takes into focus specific elements which help define better changes which can help in maintaining a strong emphasis on critical changes that define a better environment where it is possible to understand individual thought process and factors that are likely to influence their mental development. The focus on juvenile mass shooters, in this case, provide a greater understanding of important changes which can help maintain focus on the underlying issues which define positive outcomes.  Therefore this paper will provide a critical review on the Thurston High School shooting which was perpetrated by Kipland Kinkel. The analysis will focus on a forensic point of view with the identification of essential measures which help in understanding the changes within the criminal justice context. The assessment of forensic risk assessment factors will be based on South Carolina laws. 
Background of the Thurston High School shooting
Kinkel was 25 years old at the time he was suspended pending an expulsion hearing from the Thurston high school for being in possession of a loaded stolen gun. The gun had been taken from the father of one of Kinkel's friend. Kinkel purchased the gun for $110 which he placed in his locker. After his suspension, Kinkel's father mentioned to him that he considered taking him to a military school if he was unable to change his behavior which was becoming a major societal concern.  Kinkel was not impressed by this decision and got very angry. While his father was in the kitchen drinking coffee, he, took his father's gun from the bedroom and shot him in the head. He met his mother while she was coming back at home and said that she loved her before shooting and killing her (de Vogel, van den Broek, & de Vries Robbé, 2014). 
However, in a note that was found by the police, he asserts that his motive for killing his parents was the fact that they would be unable to live with his two felonies while also highlighting that he mind was not working right because of the many voices that he heard in his head. It is quite evident that Kinkel had mental issues which his parents had failed to identify and thus he deeply hurt especially considering the voices in his head which directed him on what to do. Kinkel asserted that he had to kill people and did not have an option yet he did not know why he had to shoot. 
He drove his mother’s Ford to Thurston High school carrying two hunting knives,  a rifle, two pistols and a total of 1,127 rounds of ammunition. Kinkel fired a total of 50 round which fatally wounded two students while additional 34 suffered serious gunshot injuries. When his rifle ran out of ammunition, and he began to reload, he was attacked by Jacob Ryker who with the help of other six students subdued him. Kinkel was yelling that he be killed. Once he was arrested in custody, he retrieved a knife that he had hid it in his leg and attacked a police officer while begging to be fatally shot (Hogan & Olver, 2016).
South Carolina
The South Carolina state has outlined key forensic risk management factors which are evaluated in determining individual development. It provides a strong commitment to essential processes which can help in maintaining improved outcomes in maintaining a strong focus on better societal development. The South Carolina forensic psychiatry provides a critical understanding of key changes which help in providing a more significant commitment to positive behavior among individuals within the society. The key concepts that are integration this case include the study of violent behavior which includes social deviancy and personality research. The integration of these factors provides a critical evaluation of specific elements which need to be evaluated in understanding the underlying individual behavior. Personality research takes into consideration chronic immoral and antisocial behavior as well as attempting to identify fledgling psychopaths within juvenile populations. The social deviancy takes into consideration antisocial personality disorder (Wilhelm, 2013).
Juvenile sentencing as adults in South Carolina
Sentencing juveniles as adults are based on different factors which are taken into consideration and help create a strong commitment where it is possible to manage improved focus on individual wellbeing. In South Carolina, the term juvenile is used to refer to persons below the age of 17 years. Thus under normal circumstances, an individual below 17 years who commits a crime is charged within the juvenile criminal justice system. However, the term juvenile is not considered when a 16-year-old commits type A, B, C and D felony crimes as highlighted under SC section 16- 1- 20 or a felony that holds a maximum period of not less than 15 years. However, it is evident within the South Carolina law that the solicitor can use discretion to remand the felonies back to family courts for determination (Wang, Wilson White, Arnott, & Scharf, 2018).
Thus within South Carolina, a child can be tried as an adult under different situations. A family court, in this case, is tasked with waiver hearing to make a determination on whether the action that is undertaken in this case is in the best interest of the child and the public. Thus during the waiver hearing, the family court might  decide to waive the child to adult  criminal court under different conditions including if the child is charged for murder,  if a child is a child between 14 and 15 years  and is charged with an offense that carries a minimum sentence  of 15 years, the child is 14 years or older and is charged with carrying  a weapon on school property, illegal carrying of a handgun. Assault and battery and distribution of drugs within a half mile of a school (Caldwell, 2010).
Thus to consider the waiver, the family court must make a critical determination in making a focus on different factors including the seriousness of the offense and whether the action is undertaken in the best interest of the public,  consideration of the child’s acts as being aggressive and violent as well as being premeditated. The integration of these factors provides a strong commitment to important elements which help in determining key changes that are put in place to ensure more significant commitment to underlying issues within the criminal justice system. 
Evaluate risk factors that may have contributed to the shooter's actions.
Risk assessment as evaluated in this case provide a strong focus on critical changes which help in creating a strong understanding of factors that influence individual behavior. The key aspects that are evaluated in this case are based on different concepts which might have played an integral role in the action undertaken by the shooter.  A critical aspect to consider in this case is the development of the shooter since he was a child. There are critical concepts which can be evaluated in this case and provide the basis of better decision making. 
Kinkel’s family has significant issues of mental health problem. However, his parents concealed this fact from psychologists who made it difficult to provide a better focus on the issues that Kinkel was going through, and the information could have helped improve his mental strength which was profoundly damaged. Kinkel had a difficult childhood. He is reported to have ad unnormal ways, and his family identified that he struggled with the curriculum while in Spain. When he returned to Oregon, his teachers at the elementary level considered him as an immature child who lacked physical and emotional development. He was diagnosed with dyslexia which worsened leading to his placement in extensive education classes during his second grade. These concepts indicate of an individual who struggled in his formative years and required further attention (Beland & Kim, 2016).
His interests were weird considering that from an early age he was interested in firearms a behavior that his father initially encouraged and bought him as  22 calibers long rifle and a handgun at a tender age of 15. His classmates considered him as being strange and morbid while other students considered him as being schizoid or psychotic. He continuously talked about committing violence where he told his friends that he wanted to join the army because he wanted to know what it felt like to commit kill.  His father before he was murdered, he had confided in his friend that he had run out of options to help his son.
Forensic risk assessment tools 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Risk assessment as evaluated in this case provides a more significant commitment to important concepts which help in defining a strong focus on essential elements which help in understanding individual behavior within a given period. Thus it involves the interaction of offender characteristics and situation over time. Thus risk assessment takes into consideration two aspects which include prediction and management. The ability to predict crime is based on the critical evaluation of individual wellbeing where it is easy to manage better outcomes. The development of important concepts, in this case, focuses on individual psychological wellbeing to understand fundamental changes which have taken place and create a strong commitment to the underlying social and environmental issues which might influence individual behavior. 
The forensic risk management tools that are evaluated in this case should focus on creating a highly committed environment where it is possible to understand essential factors that are likely to influence the decision made by the shooter. The risk assessment tools that are integrated into this case help provide a firm commitment where it is possible to improve on the underlying factors that influence criminal behavior. A behavioral measurement scale is a valuable tool that would have been adequately evaluated in this case where it is crucial to understand critical changes which help in maintaining a positive relationship. These scales evaluate the presence as well as the frequency of specific problem behavior among individuals to measure the level of risk for the youth. Different behaviors have different risk levels thus it is essential to understand whether an individual behavior severity is high which requires intervention. The successful consideration of the results provides a stronger commitment to essential elements which can be considered to achieve greater success (Strahler & Ziegert, 2015).
The behavioral and emotional screening system is vital on evaluating critical focus on individual behavior and emotional wellbeing to determine important changes which help in maintaining positive outcomes. The development of individual behavior is evaluated based on standard measures to determine whether there is cause to worry based on essential changes which help in maintaining positive outcomes. School social behavior scale is also essential in this case. The school social behavior would have helped in understanding the level of interaction of Kinkel and help teachers determine essential ways that they can help in improving his wellbeing. These concepts are essential in determining the wellbeing of an individual hence it is easy to understand fundamental processes which define improved outcomes within a given context. Risk assessment is essential considering that it provides a better platform where it is possible to understand critical changes which need to be evaluated and help define better outcomes. 
Personal biases, which may lead to weaknesses regarding how you effectively communicate the results of the forensic assessment where the defendant is a juvenile given a life sentence.
 Communication of the assessment results is based on different concepts including the instrument that is being used and the level of expertise of an individual who is conducting the assessment. An individual who is already considered Kinkel as a troublesome child who cannot be helped cannot be trusted in making an assessment and attaining positive outcomes. There is a need to maintain a high level of impartiality which can be adequately considered in creating a strong focus on significant changes in defining individual wellbeing. The level of measurement varies from one test to another. This means that it is not possible to outline specific concepts which can be adequately evaluated and help provide a strong understanding of key concepts which define positive development (Thurston, 2014).
The crime committed by the offender is unimaginable and would attract the highest of punishment. However, there is a need to assess the mental situation of the offender at the time he was carrying out these criminal actions. As depicted clearly in his actions and his admission he was disturbed psychological for very long while no one contemplated him. The fact that he was hearing voices in his mind which were pushing him to murder to provide a general understanding on critical changes that need to be considered in this case and help manage better development within the criminal justice system. 
The crimes committed by Kinkel warrant sentencing as an adult, however, the criminal justice system must investigate the issues raised so that it would be easier to understand essential elements which can be evaluated in creating a higher level of commitment. Being disturbed mentally can be evaluated based on the engagement of the services of a psychiatrist who can define key aspects on whether the juvenile offender was of sound mind.  Kip Kinkel committed the crimes and was arrested however the motive for committing these atrocious crimes needs to be adequately evaluated and provide a better determination on essential concepts which can be considered in defining better outcomes (Ryan, 2016).  
Kip Kinkel had mental issues since he was a child, his parents were always busy and never considered his actions as a potential risk to the society and their wellbeing. His father necessitated his urge for violence and weapons.  Instead of providing positive support, His father urged him going forward with his interests in weapons by purchasing handguns for a while he was only 15 years of age. These factors need to be evaluated expertly so that it would be possible to understand the actions by Kinkel.  It is difficult to control himself considering that he is still vulnerable due to weak mental strength.  
The forensic assessment provides a greater understanding of essential aspects based on individual psychology and the overall wellbeing where it is possible to achieve higher outcomes and global development. The integration of these changes helps define better changes which help in maintaining key results. Juveniles are young individuals who make decisions without putting much thought into their actions which in turn create significant issues limiting the overall understanding of fundamental changes which provide a strong focus on better individuals results. This means that juveniles are more likely to become law-abiding citizens as they mature and thus, they are less likely to be given long prison sentences compared to adults. Intellectual disability is also a significant factor that determines what is right or wrong. It is only an adult who can make a decision by critically evaluating the possible outcomes and understand that a given action is wrong from their analysis but go ahead to commit the mistake (Louw, 2015).
Ethical concerns 
Developing a strong focus on moral concepts, in this case, provide a greater emphasis on critical elements that define positive relationships. Ethics provide a crucial focus on individual wellbeing and underlying concepts which provide a more significant commitment where it is easier to manage the underlying needs within the juvenile criminal system.  Fairness is an important aspect which provides a more significant commitment to the delivery of highly successful emphasis key changes which help define improved outcomes. There is a need to understand the circumstances involved in determining the underlying factors which can be engaged and provide a high level of focus.
The focus on societal values in determining a given issue provides a unique emphasis on fundamental changes which can be considered in creating a profoundly transformed understanding of critical underlying concepts. Defining a highly successful context is based on the ability to take into consideration key factors that help shape fundamental changes which influence positive development. Separating personal from professional roles in understanding the case is crucial since it is essential to understand the need to incorporate different elements which can help in maintaining a definite focus on real issues rather than focus on different elements which help define positive engagement. Maintaining a high level of professionalism is essential in defining fundamental changes which can be adequately considered to achieve better outcomes (Steinberg, Sharp, Stanford, & Tharp, 2013).
Conclusion 
Forensic psychologists play an integral role in determining key elements which help in defining essential changes within the social context. The focus on the juvenile case that has been evaluated in the case provides a higher level of commitment where it is easier to determine essential changes which can help integrate positive measures within a given social context. Understanding individual psychological wellbeing provide a firm commitment where it is accessible to under forensic risk factors and help improve individual thought process.
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